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enough in the district to cause alarm to the Whigs,
for a coalition with the Democrats was threatened,
and such a coalition would certainly have been
favored by Mr. Whittier if an anti-slavery candi-
date could have been found among the Democrats
of North Essex who possessed such qualifications
as caused the concentration of the Liberty vote of
South Essex upon Robert Rantoul, and elected
him. Mr. Whittier had a hand in managing this
last-named combination, and had reason to be
proud of the record of Rantoul in Congress, as is
shown in his fine poetic tributes to his memory.
In 1842, both Whigs and Democrats nominated
men for Congress from whom Whittier could
obtain no pledges in behalf of the cause he had at
heart. He therefore prevented an election by
remaining the third-party candidate during many
successive trials, through the year 1843, the dis-
trict in the mean time being unrepresented in Con-
gress. At each trial Mr. Whittier's vote increased.
At last, in December, 1843, an article appeared in
the Boston " Courier," said to have been suggested
by Daniel Webster, advising the Whigs in North
Essex to drop their candidate and unite upon
Whittier, as he was and always had been a Whig
in principle, and was to be preferred to the Demo-
cratic candidate. Some of the friends of the Whig
candidate resented this interference from outside
the district, and brought up against Whittier a
charge that he had on several occasions worked for
the Democrats, notably in the case of Robert
Rantoul when named for the senatorship and
Marcus Morton for the governorship. The " Cou-